$3 
May 
1995 





The Australian Fans' Perspective 





And then there were two.... 





plus - Zoran the (auto)Matic choice 
plus - a record 7 yellows and a red dished out! 


plus - Canada - undermanned but not underprepared 
plus - Victorians Bitter? - More. problems at Soccer House 


Summary of the also rans - see pages 24-25 





at 


Studs Up! - The Australian Fans' Perspective 
P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


For subscription details see Page 27 


Editor: Kevin Christopher Asst. Editor: Harry Georgiadis 
Contributors: Lou Maratos, Peter Bayliss, Andre Kruger, Ewen Anderson, Anthony 
Fensom, Graham Parsons, Nick Guoth, Mr McPhee and Wombat. 


You're probably sick of reading the next few paragraphs but in case you've just 
discovered 'SU', you should note the following: 


Remember - this is a fanzine! So don't be surprised to see some fairly controversial 
stuff written over the next thirty-odd pages. The ‘SU' crew may not agree with all that 
our contributors send In, but as fans of Oz soccer they deserve to be heard. 


Just so you know: Anything without a by-line is knocked into shape by Kevin and/or 
Harry. And anything in a box is a general comment from 'SU' which conveys a view 
held by more than one person. Yep, we do read your letters, and any comments you 
have - good or bad - usually make it into these pages somewhere... 


Deadlines: In an effort to get 'SU' out on time each month the deadiine for 
contributions Is stil! the 15th of each month. If there’s nothing in the P O Box on the 
15th, we'll go to print on that day. If the box is full, it could be a day or two late... 


In this issue: 


03 - Yep, it's true! SU is telling the world about... 

04 - Victorians Bitter? - SU reports on the latest’bizarre happenings at Soccer House 
06 - News, gossip & rumours - And some of it is even true 

07 - Get the book out - And guess what! Danny Tiatto features again... 

08 - Dear SU - Where even YOU can win a six issue subscription. 

10 - Canada - undermanned, but not underprepared - SU looks at you know who 
12 - Zoran the (auto)Matic choice - New Men on the block Collingwood ARE serious! 
13 - The Board takes shape as well + One Jn, one out? - Pressure on Falcons 

14 - Did that REALLY happen? - Catch everything over the past coupla months? 

We didn't, but we'll try and document some of it anyway. 

16 - Programme Review - Ewen Anderson returns with threa more you-know-whats. 
18 - Strikers’ season frankly successful - Anthony Fensom reflects on a successful year. 
21 - What a state I'm in! - Graham Parsons looks at the structure of the NNSW leagues, 
22 - News from the capital - Nick Guoth (ACT) tells the rest of Oz what's happening. 
23 - Marcon - Worthy (minor) champions - Self-explanatory, really 

24 - Summary of the also-rans - Ditto 

26 - Miscellaneous stuff we had nowhere else to put 

28 - And the winner is - Someone is the proud owner of a signed Newcastle shirt 

29 - The ULTIMATE tipping competition continues - With double points for Rd 6! 

30 - Bulletin Board 
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Yep, it's true!_SU is telling the world about... 


Absolutely everything! Thanks to Greg Baxter and the team at OzSoccer, Studs Up 
(Issue 12) is now out there in cyberspace for the rest of the world to read. Everyone at 
'SU’, from the editorial crew right through to the bootroom staff, would like to publicly thank 
Greg for all his help over the past month. Only those who have tried to set up a Web Page 
will know how much work is involved and at the moment we can offer him no monetary 
compensation, but when he moves back to Melbourne in a couple of months we'll certainly 
look after him. 4 

The future of 'SU' now seems assured, and if we can just find a few more contributors 
we will be well on the way to having one of the most comprehensive electronic fanzines in 
the WORLD. 





It is no secret that there are plenty of officials within the game who would prefer us not 
to exist, and that's understandable given some of the stuff we've written about over the 
past eighteen months, but as they say In some classics, somebody has to do It. 

All that is left to say is thank you to the hundreds of people who have subscribed, 
written, researched, borrowed, given, volunteered, sold, blah, blah, but there are a few 
special people, who if they had not shown such enthusiasm for the project in the early days 
we may not have bothered coming this far. We don't want to offend anybody by leaving 
them off this list, but we must say a special thanks to (in no particular order) Michael 
Cronin, Lou Maratos, Nick Guoth, Chris Kunz, Ewen Anderson and especially Anne Davies 
who put up with a lot when SU was copping a lot, Cheers, people! 


Will it be this grubby when we bid? 


Thankfully FIFA will shortly announce whether South Korea or Japan will host the 2002 
World Cup. The announcement on June 1 will end one of the most bitter campaigns to 
host the event in recent history. It has been estimated that $60 million has been spent by 
Japan alone to persuade the 21 members of FIFA's Executive Committee to bestow the 
honour of hosting Asia's first World Cup, Lately, the bidding war has degenerated into a tit- 
for-tat political dogfight that has dredged up the two countries traumatic historical 
relationship. If sport is war minus the shooting then this a perfect example. 

The Asian Footbal! Confederation is worried by the money being thrown by the 
respective bidders and even requested that FIFA allow South Korea and Japan to co-host 
the event, a scenario that would force FIFA to change their constitution and therefore it is 
an option that Havelange and co are reluctant to encourage. There have been accusations 
of attempts to bribe FIFA officials although naturally this has been strenuously denied by all 
parties. 


South Korea is Asia's undisputed traditional power (on the field, anyway) qualifying for 
the 1954, 1986,1990 and 1994 WC finals and was operating a successful and popular 
national league long before the J-League was even a glint in the eye of the Nippon 
marketing whizzes. Japan Is world soccer's Johnny-come-lately. It's business-driven J- 
League has attracted great interest and some of the world's most famous soccer 
personalities, It hasn't qualified for the WC but has offered to build as many as eleven new 
stadiums and giant 3D television screens that will be built in stadiums and will give fans an 
unparalled televisual experience. 

Clearly, both countries are capable of hosting the event but for those of us who have 
been bored with the endless political point scoring, June 1 can't come around quick 
enough. 


“? 


ef 


Victorians Bitter? 


There are probably a few jokes doing the rounds at SocAus HQ regarding the state of 
Victorian soccer yet it is doubtful whether anyone is really laughing. When Heidelberg Utd 
and the Melbourne Zebras were unceremoniously dumped from the NSL there were all the 
usual noises about the need for a streamlined national competition but the reality was that 
there were only two teams from Victoria worthy of a place in the top grade: Morwell fans may 
be upset at that conclusion but the Falcons must know deep down that radical surgery is 
required if their A-League status is to be maintained. The change of name to Gippsiand 
Falcons is only the first step. Be prepared for further changes. 


The push to Australianise the A-League has seen fingers pointed at the Somers St 
residents and if attendances hover around the 3-5,000 mark over the next few years those 
same fingers will start poking and prodding, but while they continue to play a leading role 
during the business end of each season it is unthinkable that they would suffer the same fate 
as the Bergers and the ex-Pumas, South Melbourne on the other hand continue to attract 
crowds to thair new home despite the re-building process and must be comforted by the 
knowledge that, for the remainder of the millenium anyway, they are immune from the axe. 


But if the state of play on the field Is causing concern then the state of play off the field 
must bring the fans south of the Murray close to the point of despair. Farce is a word that is 
often found in these pages but the current situation at Soccer House has sent SU scurrying 
for the thesaurus. Sham? Joke? No words seem appropriate. 

It takes something extraordinary for the VSF to achieve any publicity in a state where 
Aussie Rules is king, and it's competitions and general activities are normally relegated in 
importance to the bowels of the sports pages along with the likes of lawn bowls and yachting. 
In the space of a few days Henry Siwka single-handedly made the VSF back page news, even 
if the whole episode has caused great embarassment to soccer. 


It is common knowledge that VSF chairman Henry Siwka and chief executive officer Terry 
Jones have crossed swords over almost everything since Siwka was elected but relations 
have deteriorated between the two men to the point where Soccer House just ain't big enough 
for both of them any more. Siwka got in first, sacked Jones, and advertised the CEO position 
(it was no secret he wished to appoint former Essendon Football Club general manager Roger 
Hampson to the position) before a VSF board meeting concluded that the Siwka method of 
removing Jones was unacceptable and a no-confidence motion was passed 11-1 (two 
abstentions), resulting in Jones' reinstatement. 


Ultimately this stalemate will be resolved on June 12 when at an extraordinary general 
meeting the VSF's clubs will vote on whether to support the board's commitment to Terry 
Jones or Henry Siwka. Proven failure versus potential disaster. 

Symptomatic of Victorian soccer's problems, it's state competitions are poorly attended with 
many clubs in the midst of a financial squeeze. Rumour has it (and it is a VERY strong 
rumour) that the VSF's own debts are such that the clubs will be asked to pay $1000 each to 
get the federation out of the red. Olympic Park remains largely unused and slowly decaying, 
With the Oympies only four years away Melbourne faces the real prospect of missing out on 
the Sydney 2000 soccer extravaganza. Melbourne's only international since 1993 drew only a 
miserly 5,000 fans. It is no secret that Siwka came to the VSF with a brief to revitalise what 
was once Australia's premier soccer state. Equally, he has come to see Terry Jones as the 
major obstacle to his plans. If successful, he will implement a consultant's report that wilt 
reduce the current 14 man board with a streamlined seven man commission who will each be 
responsible for such issues as finance, marketing and league competitions. Failing this, we 
can only suggest that Honorary Executive President Jeff Kennett intervenes to ensure the 
VSF fs sorted out. And fast! 


VSF rules not for those with a weak constitution 


The meeting on June 12 will Inevitably revolve around the wording of the VSF's own 
constitution and having had a look through it we can only agree with those parties who want to 
see it altered. For example, under Section 12 - Board of Management, comes this gem. 

12.4 Not more than one (1) person delegated by any club shall be a member of 


the Board. . G) 


12.6 Members of the Board shall not be delegates of and shall not represent the 
interests of any member club on the Board, or on Committees appointed by the 
Board. 4 

Got that? Good. Now try this one.... 

12.3 The order of seniority on the Board shail be:- 

(a) The Chairman (b) The Deputy Chairman (c) The Chairman of the Premier 
and National Soccer League Clubs Management Committee (a) The Chairman 
of the State League Management Committee (e) The Treasurer 

(f) Other members of the Board according to the age of each such member. 

Sounds like the system they used to use in the Kremlin! But serlously, there are numerous 
irregularities in the document and some rules which are just plain nonsense. Under the 
section titled Membership comes a list of nine criterla used to evaluate potential newcomers to 
VSF ranks, yet rule 1.7 states: 

The Board shall not give any reasons for rejecting any application for membership. 
Now that sounds like the sort of stuff David Hill and co were pulling back in 1995 when they 
decided to dump three clubs from the NSL. 


Meanwhile, on the field..... 

As the Victorian Premier League lapsed into recess (for the A-League finals) it was 
Sunshine Georgies who led the field with Bentleigh Greens - the success story of the season - 
in second place with the astonishing record of 36 goals in 14 games. 

After clinching the Division One title last season Bentleigh were hardly expected to challenge 
for a finals spot let alone league leadership but the scoring exploits of ike Alaglozidis and 
Zoran Todorovski - names that should ring bells with NSL fans - have continued to keep 
Bentleigh within reach of top spot. A 1-0 victory over Heidelberg confirmed they will be around 
come late August despite the expected departure of Zoran Todorovski, although Bergers fans 
will point out that the club has been hit badiy by the Bozikas departure and the Collingwood 
saga has definitely had a detrimental effect on certain members of the playing staff. In fact 
none of the three clubs who pursued a spot in next season's A-League are in the top three 
which may say something about the level of concentration amongst the expected front- 
runners, : ‘ 

Last season's minor premiers Port Melbourne have recovered from an appalling start which 
resulted in the departure of Svigos and the arrival of Arok and a 3-1 victory over the 
schizophrenic Bergers followed up a 7-0 blitz of Springvale to leave Port nine points outside 
the five with ten rounds to play. Those two performances suggest the Sharks have the ability 
to snatch a play-off place but with Altona Magic and the Warriors expected to consolidate their 
place In the top five once the season resumes it will be up to Port to replace the Thomastown 
Zebras if they are to make the finals. 

Further down the table there are mixed emotions In the south-east suburb of Springvale 
where Springvale City Vales are firmly planted in the relegation zone but Springvale White 
Eagles are top of the first division and seem destined to replace them in the top flight next 
season. Last season's finals participants Albion Redsox seem certain to be relegated after 
collecting only one win in their first fourteen outings. 


Leaders after 14 rounds... 
Sunshine 38, Bentleigh 34, Altona Magic 31, Melbourne Warriors 27, Thomastown 24 





Qualification for InterContinental Cup imminent? 


Australia is just two matches away from taking centre stage in Saudi Arabia next 
February after Tahiti defeated Sofomon Islands 2-1 to win the two-legged affair 3-1 on 
aggregate. Oz now takes on the Tahitians in either the second or third week of June 
(according to Oceania HQ) which now presents ET and co with one of those 'how seriously 
do we take these games! dilemmas. ; 

Should the Olyroos qualify for Atlanta there will be plenty of people suggesting that a 
couple of games against the Pacific islanders would be goad value for building up the 
confidence of our goalscorers, Here at SU, we beg to differ. For a start, what is to be 
acheived by sending out our Olyroos against some minnows when what they really need is 
some hard, tough warm-up matches. 

No, what we want to see is a world record, Let's get as many of our Euroroos back as 
possible and really give Tahiti a hiding. Everyone wants to see Australia's FIFA ranking 
move up into the low 30's and here Is a perfect opportunity for that to happen. If Oz can 
score about 20 goals in the two matches it will give us a heap of bonus points and show 
Oceania up for the sham that itis. Everybody knows that Australia should be playing New 
Zealand in the final and for Oceania to allow the Tahitians to get within two matches of 
playing the likes of Uruguay, South Africa, Mexico and the winners of Euro '96 is bordering 
on stupidity. What happens if Australia is struck down by some sort of mad-cow disease 
and actually loses? Will Charlie Dempsey and co be racing off to Riyadh to witness the 
carnage first hand? : 


Which Frank? 


As expected, the annual coaching merry-go-round Is off and running but the Brisbane 
Strikers decision not to re-appoint Bruce Stowell came as something of a surprise. After 
ail, had Brisbane won their final match at Olympic they would have finished in the top two 
and been guaranteed at least a preliminary final spot. Having said that, the decision to 
advertise nationally should bring alt the usual names out of the woodwork but our s pies up 
north tell us that local legend Frank Pimblett (one of the original Brisbane City players in the 
inaugural Phillips League season in 1977 and currently coaching at Pine River in the XXXX 
league, we believe) may take over the reins for a year until Frank Farina completes his two 
year contract. The word Is strong that Farina is keen to take on the top job for the 97/98 
season but is unwilling to be player/coach next season. Watch this space..... 


Hindmarsh developments ARE on the way 


If anyone ever doubted the importance of government support to the progress of 
Australian soccer then they should take a glance at South Australia. While Melbourne's 
Olympic Park is in dire need of renovation and a lick of paint, Adelaide's Hindmarsh will 
undergo redevelopments worth $8.125 million. While the plan was first raised last year and 
South Australians have understandably become cynical at the lack of progress, the end 
product should give Adelaide a stadium for the 21st century. 

It is believed the cost will be shared by the State government and the South Australian 
Soccer Federation (SASF). The first stage will see the western side of the ground 
developed into a two-tiered stand capable of holding 4,000 seated Spectators under cover 
and complete with corporate boxes and improved media facilities. This will begln before the 
start of the 1996/97 season. The eastern side of the ground Is currently all-seated but it is 
envisaged that cover will be provided. 

When redevelopments are completed Hindmarsh will seat 15,000 and along with the 
improvements made in the last coupte of years all but guarentees Olympic soccer in 
Adelaide in 2000......Are you watching Melbourne ? 


—a- 


Time to whinge so get ready to cringe as we 


GET THE BOOK OUT! 


Yellow Card to the New South Wales Soccer Federation for making the Canberra based 


Australian Institute of Sport, who finished second, play all its finals games in Sydney. 
Would they have done the same to the Queensland Academy of Sport if they had finished 


1st or 2nd? “ 


Yellow card to SBS for their decision to screen the minor semi final at 11:20pm on the 
Wednesday. After all, it ls one of the most important games of the year and for SocAus to 
schedule it for a Wednesday night is bad enough but for the 'Soccer Network’ to keep fans 
up until almost 1am to see the end of the game is, in the words of Guru Warren, ‘not on’. 


Yellow card to Claudio Canosa of the Morwell / Gippsland Falcons for receiving ELEVEN 
yellow cards throughout the regular season. He just pips teammate Ernie Tapai and UTS's 
Nick Meredith who both racked up 10 bookings, with Tapai also collecting a red card 


Yellow card to Frank Farina. This could well have been a red card but Frankie's humble 
apology has led to a yellow after protracted debate in the SU offices led to a never-to-be- 
repeated bout of leniency. Farina's feelings were understandable. He had just scored a 
goal-of-the-season contender against Sydney United to halve the Crows 1st leg advatage 
in the preliminary semi-final, and with the adrenalin pumping and the crowd at fever pich, 
Frank clumsily lunged in at Ante Milicic and was given his second yellow card of the match. 
His anger at the red card was plain to see as referee Brett Hugo copped an earful of 
abuse, Frank only had imself to blame for being booked for dissent minutes earlier and 
should have kept a tighter rein on his emotions. As he strode off the field the Strikers’ finals 
hopes went with him. ; 


Yellow card to Danny Tiatto again for his lunge at Marconi's Luke Casseriey in the ist leg 
of the major seml final. Yes, Danny DID win the ball, and yes, his opponent wasn't 
seriously hurt by the tackle, but again this misses the point entirely. Any two-footed 
tackle/lunge/assault with studs showing is a red card offence. Whether the tackler has won 
the ball is irrelevant. Perhaps Tiatto should seek out Eric Cantona for some advice. Since 
his return Eric has commendably become a reformed character. Will it take something as 
serious for Danny to mend his ways? Nobody can deny his talent but it would be a shame 
if his temperament were to destroy his career. If he cops a red against Canada expect to 
see him back on this page next month. 


Yellow card to the Sydney Morning Herald. In a recent article it questioned why 
Queensland is currently enjoying a sporting boom with clubs in rugby league, Aussie rules, 
rugby union and basketball on or near the top of their respective competitions, Yet the 
acheivements of the Brisbane Strikers only merited two measly fines. Just another reason 
for Henry Wizgier to write to ‘em we suppose... 


Yellow card to SBS' 'On the Ball' for not allowing enough time for in depth debate on their 
programme, especially when you consider they sometimes have a panel ‘of up to 6 people. 
Okay, So its too late to suggest deleting the opening overseas segment, Tony Palumbo's 
segment (which is covered In depth every Thursday) and the repeat segments which have 
already been shown on World Sports during the week. But there's always next year. 


And finally a Red card (following up last month's yellow) to Sth Oz Premier League team 
Croydon Kings for actually not checking their team-sheets (a la Olyroos) TWO GAMES IN 
A ROW! Keep It up fellas and you might even win the inaugural Peter Gray award for.... 
{use your Imaginatlon) 


Dear Studs Up - P O Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 


First up is Lou Maratos (Sth Oz) with the Letter of the Month, who gets his 
subscription extended by six issues, and not just because he agrees with a previous 
SU editorlal.... 


Dear SU, 

| cannot disagree at all with your editorial in SU12 in regards to the farce in Chile. 
How can SA order all clubs to kick-off all games of the last round of the season at the same 
time and also ban broadcasting of all progress scores at all grounds during game time, all 
in the name of fairness for all clubs, so that results cannot be contrived ete when it allows 
the national coach to pull players from teams out of reach of the top six, in the process 
weakening these clubs and thus Influencing results anyway! 


We can all debate the need for such a game ad infinitum, but questions have to be 
asked in regards to Eddie Thomson's selections, There is a question of morality when the 
national coach rewards suspended players with Socceroo seletion. This doesn't do any 
goad for the national team's image and sends out the wrong type of message to players in 
the A-League, even more so when you consider that Danny Tiatto was sent-off in his first 
game back after the international. 


Selection for your country at any level has to be considered an honour that is only 
bestowed on, a chosen few. To reward unsportsmanlike behaviour opens the door for all 
sorts of problems to follow. The question has to be asked. Is there a slow deciine in 
standards starting to creep into our national team set-up under the control of Thomson, 
after such a long period of time in charge? : 


Next up is Dr Peter Bayliss who reckons the attendance figures for this 
season give added weight to the argument for two conferences next 
season..... : 


Dear SU, 

A 20% increase in attendance for the 1995-96 season. An excellent work. 
Congratulations to David Hill and company! 

Now that the regular season has finished, it is important to analyze the crowd statistics 
to find out if there are worthwhile alterations to the schedule. The crowd of the day minus 
the average crowd for the club was taken for various days. Since the Derby games (15 out 
of 198) were not spread evenly over the days, the numbers were adjusted up to 400 to 
remove the effect of the Derby games. The crowd numbers were taken from ABSW; 
however, the early rounds do contain errors. The situation improved, when these errors 
were pointed out to ABSW, The crowds are effected by weather, the quality of the 
opposition, and special promotional days. Therefore, a number of 100 is not meaningful so 
that the numbers were rounded off. 


The average crowd numbers are as follows: +3,800 Derby games 
+300 Sunday games 
+300 Friday games 
+300 Boxing Day games 
0 Saturday games 
-500 Easter Monday games 
-1000 Mid-week games 


The high positive crowd numbers for Derby games indicates more Derby games are 
warranted. This suggests that a divisior/conference system should be used for the cup, 
league and play-offs. ‘ 

With the introduction of seven matches per round, the Saturday/Sunday numbers 
suggest that the extra match per round should be played on Sunday. 

The large negative number for mid-week games indicates that if it would be better 
to start the season a month earlier so that these rounds could be played ona 
week-end. ; 

Newcastle and Wollongong were the only teams to play on Friday night. The figure 
indicates that they did not do as well, when moved from their night. 

The number of games played on holidays (Boxing Day and Easter Monday) are small so 
that the numbers may not indicate a true trend. Crowds from last season need to be used 


to see if there is a trend. 
Finally, our occasional German correspondent Andre Kruger has lots of stuff ; G) 


to tell us about... 


Dear SU, 

It was nice to hear from you and it was great to see my interviews inside Studs Up. 
It makes me very proud after all the years of collecting everything about the Socceroos to 
see my name in an Australian soccer publication. | might have the chance to talk to Zelic 
again in a few weeks, but its not so easy to get close to the players here in Germany. 
They are sometimes guarded like film stars. | found out about the move of Vidmar to Sion. 
it was a shock because | thought he would be a success in Rotterdam. He is a good player 
but ! know that he had trouble with coach Arie Haan. 


The book about Paul Wade was very good. | think he is a great sportsman and | cannot 
understand why he should be out of the national side. Okay he is old and at the next World 
Cup he will be older, but it is not a question of age. If he is good enough he has to play. | 
don't know anything about Wadey's form. now but if he is better than other players he has 
to play. | remember the games against Argentina in 1993 against Diego Maradona and h 
gives 100% every time. : 


A good story was in Studs Up (All in the family) who will replace Thomson . In the last 
three months | have seen three short stories on German tv about Australian soccer - 
Damian Mori's great world record goal, Paul Okon voted Oceania Footballer of the year and 
a few words about games against the Solomom Islands. Sometimes the Aussies are real 
amateurs. 


There is one thing | can't understand. Why do teams have to play each other three 
times? | know of no other league in the world that plays 3 rounds, A big problem is that 
other countries send their 'B' teams to Australia because it is just too far away, yet the first 
Australian eleven plays in Europe. Australia should play internationals on a Wednesday 
(maybe two or three times a yeas) in Europe. It would allow Eddie Thomson to get together 
with his players on a Monday and play on a Wednesday. Bringing world class teams to 
Australia is not easy. If the teams that came to Australia such as Colombia, AC Milan, 
Sweden and Ghana were 'B' teams why did we lose to most of them? 


Ed: Andre would love to hear from all soccer fans in Oz. and can be contacted at 
Tollenbrink 14, 30659 Hannover, Germany 


*** Remember folks, if you can't be bothered putting pen to paper and 
trying to score a six issue subscription you can always turn to page 31 and 
check how to subscribe! 


Canada are fully prepared to take on Australia in the first leg of the Olympic play-off 
on May 26 despite a disappointing run of results in the Concacaf round-robin series. 


Canada - undermanned, 
but not underprepared 


As expected, Mexico stamped their authority on the Concacaf Olympic Qualifying series 
and relegated their Canadian hosts into second place, and a Trans-Pacific play-off with 
Australia for the sixteenth and final place at the 1996 Olympic Finals tournament. 

The qualifiers in Edmonton received unprecedented coverage in the local press as 
newspapers tried to outdo each other In their coverage, and the media centre was 
swamped by representatives of the North & Central American media who relayed reports to 
an estimated 100 million peopte. 


Having failed to qualify directly for the finals a two-legged victory over Oz will 
nevertheless add another chapter to their (sort of} impressive catalogue of achievements 
on the field. While most people will scratch their heads when asked to name Canada's 
successes, believe it or not, Canada won the gold medal in soccer at the 1904 St Louis 
Olympics. They were represented by the Galt Football Club which beat two US college 
sides for first place. Obviously overawed with their success they didn't compete In the 
Olympics again until 1968, In 1976 they qualified as hosts for the Montreal games and 
were defeated by the 'amateurs' of the Soviet Union and North Korea. 

Thelr greatest acheivement was perhaps their stroming run at the 1984 Olympics in Los 
Angeles after defeating Mexico in the qualifiers. They advanced to the quarter finals from a 
group containing Iraq, Cameroon and Yugosiavia and were finally knocked out by Brazil on 
penalties in the last eight. They didn't-qualify for the 1988 Seoul or 1992 Barcelona games. 
Unlike Austratia, the Canadians have given their side the best possible chance to qualify for 
the Oympics. 


While ET has had to make do with a short American preparatory tour the Canucks 
played fifteen games before the Concacaf qualifiers even began, playing a variety of teams 
ranging from the Uruguayan Olympic team to an Italian Serie G Under 21 selection and the 
San Diego Sockers. Their results were patchy to say the least, winning five and losing 
seven games. While this Is a modest record the team could only have benefitted from 
creating an understanding that only comes with playing together regularly. 


If you were disappointed with Canada's approach in the 1993 WC qualifiers against the 
Socceroos then you won't be enamoured with their Olympic line-up. The similarities 
between the two sides are obvious with a hard working midfield attempting to close down 
the opposition while hoping their attack can snatch enough goals. 


To Australian fans, the most well known member of the Canadian entourage is coach 
Bob Lenarduzzi who, like ET, doubles up as senior national coach. Although born in 
Vancouver, he actually played 67 games for Reading in the English 4th divsion before 
returning home to play in the NASL. Lenarduzzi played for the Vancouver Whitecaps for 
11 seasons until they folded in 1984 and won 47 caps. He retired after the 1986 World Cup 
Finals in Mexico where he played in all three of Canada's group matches against France, 


Hungary and the USSR, His older brother Sam also played for the Canadian national 
team. 


Eight of Lenarduzzi's squad members come from Canada's most successful team, the 
Vancouver 86's, while most others play with university sides with bizarre names like 
University of British Columbia Thunderbirds and the Simon Fraser University Clansmen. 
Goalkeeper Jim Larkin is very agile and a great shotstopper who has the full confidence of 
his defence when coming off his line - a regular occurrence. He saved Canada in their 0-0 
draw against Trinidad & Tobago in the second qualifier of the round-robin series with a 
string of exceptional saves. Defender Jason Devos of the Montreal Impact normally plays 
in the centre of defence and scored twice in the opening three games. He will need to be 
watched at corners and set pieces, 


Defensive midflelder Chris Franks missed most of 1995 with a broken ankle. He has 15 
U-20 and 6 Olympic 'caps'. Picked up cautions in two of the first three qualifiers. Maybe 
he could meet up with Danny Tiatto and compare cardboard, Vancouver 86s' Scott Macey 
is yet another defensive midfielder renowned for his workrate. He played in the 1989 U-16 
World Cup in Scotland and was a member of Canada's unsuccessful 1992 Olympic team. 
The attack was severely hampered by the loss of big target man Garret Kusch with a torn 
anterior cruciate ligament which will keep him out of the Olympic finals should Canada do 
the unthinkable and get pass the Olyroos. Kusch's injury has given Marty Nash the 
opportunity to establish himself in the team. Nash was an outstanding junior player who is 
a creator rather than a taker of chances. He scored Canada's second goat in the 3-0 win 
over Jamaica as well as the second goal in the 4-2 win against El Salvador. 


The undoubted star of the Canadian attack and the man the Canucks are looking at to 
score the goals against Australia is Montreal Impact's Niall Thompson. He has great 
speed, illustrated in a winning goal scored against the USA recently when he beat the 
offside trap while the defence vainly appealed to the linesman. In Canada's 3-0 win over 
Jamaica he scored the Canucks third goal after a mazy dribble through the defence. In the 
4-2 win over El Salvador Thompson scored the tast goal and could have scored at least 
three more. 


Canada Olympic Team 1996 - Selected results 

Feb 16 v San Jose Oaks (4-0), Feb 18 v South Korea (2-2), 

Feb 25 v Vancouver Island Selects (0-0), Feb 28 v Vancouver 86's (0-0), 

Mar 3 v Seattle Sounders (0-1), Mar 6 v Vancouver 86's (3-1), 

Mar 7 v Canada U-20's (0-2), Mar 16 v Italian Serie 'C' U-21's (0-2), 

Mar 18 v Uruguay U-23 (1-3), Mar 20 v Trapani (Serie C) (0-2), April 2 v LA Galaxy (0-2) 
April 4 v San Diego Sockers (3-1), April6 vAnahelm (4-0), April 8 v LA Galaxy (0-1) 
April 10 v Mexico (1-2), May 5 v USA (2-1) 


Concacaf Olympic Qualifiers - Final Round (played in Edmonton, Canada) 
May 10v Jamaica 3-0 Jason Devos 8, Marty Nash 41, Niall Thompson 80 


May 13vTrin& Tob 0-0 
May 15vElSalvador 4-2 Jason Devos 13, David Xuasa 23?, Marty Nash 45, Niali Thompson 
May 17v CostaRica 0-0 
May 19 v Mexico 0-1 


Did you know? - Pele and the Brazilian government are negotiating with the Canadian 
Soccer Association to buy Canada's National Coaching Certificate Program (NCCP), 
The sale of the program in countries in the Middle East and Central America has raised 
$200,000 to date. 


ot 


On Thursday May 16 all the speculation was laid to rest. The worst kept secret in 
Australian soccer was finally exposed to the public as Zoran Matic was announced as 
the coach of the latest entrant to Australian soccer's elite competition, the newly- 
formed Coflingwood Warriors. 


Zoran the (auto)Matic choice 


In the end it became a choice of two. Zoran Matic, ten years at the helm of Adelaide 

City, one of the most successful coaches in the history of the national soccer league, or 
Eddie Krcevic, with no coaching experience in the premier domestic competition. 
Despite Krncevic's excellent playing credentials (including a glittering European career) the 
board decided to play it safe and appoint. a man with a thorough knowledge of the 
Australian game, and it's players. Through his column for Sports Weekly, Matic has had 
both eyes firmly fixed on the game both on and off the field and is ideally Placed to lead 
Collingwood in it's inaugural season, a season which promises to be explosive for the 
fledgling club. 


Matic's appointment has filled SU with fresh hope for the Melbourne team. Rarely has a 
three-time NSL championship winning coach been available to take over any club, let alone 
a club that has been in existence for little over two months. We are not afraid to admit that 
we were not thrilled with the way they were admitted to next season's Ericsson Cup 
competition. When David Hill announced their inclusion there was very little agreement 
between the key players as to- what the agreement actually entailed, What Collingwood 
and SocAus were telling the Australian press was often quite different to what Heidelberg 
were telling the Greek press and confusion reigned for the first few weeks as the structure 
of the new board needed to be addressed. Indeed it took three weeks for the first official 
meeting between officials of the two clubs to be convened. 


From a public point of view it was all very messy, and SocAus's assertion that this ‘new’ 
club was going to capture the ‘Australian’ soccer fans was under question. Enter Ross 
Oakley and co. who queried whether Collingwood's particpation in a ‘rival’ code 
contravened their licensing agreement with the AFL. Further unnecessary heartburn for 
the Warriors, although the popular belief was that if push came to shove the AFL would 
grudgingly agree to the Pies involvement in the round ball code, 


Meanwhile, Zoran Matic was being as cagey with the press as he was with the clubs, 
Less than a month before his announcement as Collingwood coach he was fobbing off 
South Melbourne's interest by claiming he had far too many business and financial 
interests in Adelaide to make the move.east economically viable. Yeah, right. Money talks 
or course, but Zoran was interested in the challenge of the Warriors and once Eddie 
Krneevic had priced himself out of negotiations the stage was set for Matic to make a 
dramatic comeback to NSL ranks. With Matic almost certain to become the highest paid 
coach in the national league it makes you wonder what Krncevic's demands were. 


The destabilising effect all this specutation had on the Warriors team was as dramatic 
as It was predictable. After the 1-5 defeat at Thomastown on Anzac Day, Andy Bozikas 
claimed (amongst other things) that at one stage president Angelo Bouzis hadn't spoken to 
him for a month. His comments were printed in the Melbourne Herald Sun and within 
twenty four hours he was sacked. Dusan Brnovic took over in a caretaker capacity but the 
committee's work had already been done. They had snared their man and now it remains 
to be seen if Matic takes over the Warriors for the remainder of the VPL season. 


His appointment as coach of the Collingwood Warriors takes effect on July 1 but it 
would be naive to think he will have little to do with the Melbourne Warriors in the 


meantime, as itis expected that at ieast eight of the current squad will be with Collingwood 
next season ; 


The board takes shape as well 


The board of the new Collingwood Warriors is made up of four members from each 
party with no surprises emerging from Olympic Village, where president Angelo Bouzis, 
Jack Dardalis, Chris Moutzikis and Peter Zaparas will contribute years of soccer 
experience. 

On the other side of the board table will be the Collingwood FC representatives - Peter 
Scully, Chris Kozaris, Rob Petrie and CFC president Kevin Rose - who will contribute years 
of, um, football experience. 


Rob Petrie, of course, has been the public face of the Pies since the marraige was 
announced and he has looked uncomfortable with certain lines of questioning, and he may 
be even more perturbed at rumours that suggest a HUGE shake-up is imminent in the 
football department at Victoria Park. Apparently EVERY position is being scrutinised at 
Victoria Park and it may well transpire that Petrie suddenly finds himself with far more tine 
to devote to the soccer side of matters in future. Brisbane Bears chief executive Andrew 
Ireland is just the first name to pop up as a potential ‘off-field' recruit for the Magpies. We 
shall see. It is also expected that the new Warriors administration will be based at Victoria 
Park and membership details for the public should be available within 4-5 weeks. 

As soon as we know, so will you. 


One in, one out? - Pressure on Falcons... 


While Collingwood Warriors have stolen most of the headlines in the Melbourne press it 
seems that there are some important changes about to happen down at Falcons Park, 
where a change of name is only the first of a long list of alterations on the cards. The 
bloated 19 member committee is obviously aware that unless Morwell can ‘lift their game! 
they may well find the pressure well and truly on in twelve months time, so be prepared for 
the announcement of a new streamlined five member board to take the club into a new era 
of management. 


Currently the Falcons can boast 70 sponsors, of which 58 are Morwell-based, but the 
club is desperate to increase their overall sponsorship at a time when Traralgon (Aussie 
Rules club) are preparing to take the VFL by storm. Gippsland Power are already well 
entrenched in the VSFL under-19 competition - thus ensuring a steady supply of local 
talent - and the Gippsland Lightning basketball team are also competing for local 
sponsorship dollars so the Falcons board need to make swift progress If they are not to fall 
behind, 


SocAus have made umpteen statements about the clubs’ need to expand their 
supporter bases and the Falcons are only too aware that they need to embrace the whole 
Gippsland region (hence the name change) but they are also targeting the outer (south- 
east) metropolitan areas of Melbourne. After all, Pakenham is closer to Falcons Park than 
Bob Jane Stadium, let alone Somers St. 


An enormous amount of pressure [s going to be applied to provincial clubs in the 
Ericsson Cup over the coming two years and with Carlton due to make their A-League 
debut in 1997/98 you don't have to be a Rhodes Scholar to suss out which club will be 
earmarked for exclusion. |s five Victorian clubs in the A-League one too many? 

Or even two too many? 


“ 
a 


It's the business end of the year for players and fans both in Oz & 
Europe, so without any further ado its time to check out what occurred 
over the past month and ask 


Did that REALLY happen? 


On the field.... ' 


APRIL 

13 - Bentleigh Greens follow up last week's 5-0 drubbing of St Albans with a 4-0 drubbing j 
of Nth Geelong to move into second place on the Vic Prem League table for 24 hours, 
while in the NSW Super League, leaders Parramatta crash 1-2 at Blacktown allowing... 

14 - ... Warringah Dolphins to take over the leadership after thumping Macarthur Rams 4-0. 
Adamstown jump to third after coming from behind to win 2-1 away to Leichhardt. 
Sunshine stay top of the VPL with a 2-1 home win over Fawkner while Melbourne Warriors! 
2-0 win at Green Gully is enough to see them move into second place, 

21 - A 1-1 draw at Altona is enough for.Sunshine to retain pole position inthe VPL. 
Melbourne Warriors miss the chance to go top after being held 3-3 at home by mid-table 
Box Hill. The NSWSL sees its fourth different leader in four rounds as Adamstown go top 
with a 1-0 home win over Bankstown, Macarthur Rams earn their first points in eleven 
games with a 1-0 over Blacktown, 

25 - A full round of VPL matches sees Sunshine extend their league lead to four points with 
a 1-0 home win over last season's runner-up Bulleen. The big news of the day is 
Thomstown Zebras 5-1 win over Melbourne Warriors which leads to the sacking of coach 
Andy Bozikas the following day. Bentleigh move into second spot with a 3-1 win over 
Albion, making it 10 losses in 11 outings for the Redsox who are now staring at relegation. 
Up In Queensland, Brisbane City make it eight straight wins with a 1-0 win over Eastern 
Suburbs, 

27 - No change at the top of the NSWSL table as Adamstown and Sutherland both record 
2-1 victories over Bonnyrigg and Canterbury respectively. 

28 - The final round of Ericsson Cup matches produces a nail-biting finale to the season. 
See full report on page 22. in the VPL bottom team Albion Redsox throw the form book 
out the window with a 5-1 win over Frank Arok's Port Melbourne. Arok watches last year's 
minor premiers go 0-3 down after 13 minutes. No change at the top as the top four all win. 


MAY 

5 - The Ericsson Cup finals kick off at 3pm at Somers St where a crowd of over 6,000 sees 
Adrian Cervinski score the only goal of the game after 62 minutes. Later that evening 

Zdrilic and Moric give Sydney Utd a two goal cushion to take to Brisbane, while at 

Hindmarsh Brad Hassell tunes up for a Concacaf clash with both goals in Adelaide City's 

2-0 win over UTS Olympic. Over in Victoria, Port Melbourne destroy Springvale 7-0 with 

Nick Tsaltas scoring four and ex-South Melbourne defender Alex Durle scoring a couple as 

well. In the Greek derby at Bentleigh the home team score an important 1-0 win over 

Melbourne Warriors to stay within four points of Sunshine. 

41 - The Melbourne Knights are into their fifth grand final in six seasons after drawing 2-2 

at Marconi. First half goals from Tomislav Pondeljak and David Cervinski give their team : 
plenty of breathing space when withstanding the Stallions’ second half comeback. The real 
drama of the night is at Suncorp Stadium where Frank Farina is sent off less than a minute 

after scoring the opening goal in a 1-2 defeat by Sydney United. His tackle on Milicic was f 
reckless and he'd already received a yellow so... : 





12 - Adelaide City show they can perhaps go all the way when notching an impressive 1-0 
win at Leichhardt to put UTS out of the finals race. With the Socceroo trio of Ivanovic, 
Tobin & Petkovic they have a defence which may take some breaking down. In the VPL 
the top three all win but the Melbourne Warriors crash 1-3 at Port Melbourne as Arok's men 
hit top form, just in time for the mid-season break.... Sunshine Georgies finish as ‘autumn’ 
champions in style with a 2-0 win at Box Hill while Bentleigh smash Fawkner 6-2 with Zoran 
Todorovski notching a hat-trick. 

15 - Bradley Armour scores the only goal of the minor semi final to eliminate Sydney Utd 
from the EC race, But Armour will miss the preliminary final through suspension after a bad 
foul on Jimmy Patikas. + 

19 - Marconi advance to the grand final in grand style after blitzing Adelaide City 4-1. 

Two goals in the opening four minutes stun the Zebras who struggle to contain the rampant 
Marconi midfielders. Bob Callin is rarely called into the action while some 
uncharacteristically eccentric defending leaves us wondering how Ad City got this far... 


and off 


APRIL 

12 - South Melbourne and Frank Arok decide to call ita day. The club has run out of 
patience, yet all the hard decisions had already been made. Angle Postecoglou takes over 
an a caretaker role for the remainder of the season. 

14 - Tabloid journalism reaches a new low with an article in the (London) Sun about 
Andrew Bernal titled ‘Crocodile Cantona’. With quotes like " Dad used to shoot crocs, skin 
‘em and pack 'em off as shoes", we wonder why the Sunday Melbourne Herald Sun 
bothered to reprint it. Um, then again.... 

16 - Eddie Thomson names his squad for the Chile game. Enough said. Referee Gerry 
Connelly is suspended for the remainder of the 95/96 season and Wollongong 'keeper 
Brett Hughes is fined $1000 after a quiet chat following the Wollongong / Sth Melb match 
on March 27 resulted in Connelly altering the reason for Hughes’ booking. 

19 - Zoran Matic rules himself out of the South Melbourne coaching job stating there is far 
too many reasons for him to stay in Adelaide. Yeah, sure Zoran... 

26 - Melbourne (Heidelberg) Warriors coach Andy Bozikas is given his marching orders 
after speaking out to the press after a 1-5 thrashing by Thomastown Zebras on Anzac Day. 





MAY 

1 - The South Australian Soccer Federation announces the go-ahead for the Government 
funded upgrade of Hindmarsh Stadium ($8m) which should see it become a certainty to 
host a group during the 2000 Olympics. ~ 

5 - Rumours persist that Ad City have spoken to Canberra hot-shot Michael Musitano. 

8 - Raul Blanco is feted during an emotional farewell function by the West Adelaide Soccer 
Club. His major achievement over four seasons, in his own words was "To survive here for 
four years". 

9 - Eddie Thomson leaves for Canada (and the Concacaf Olympic qualifiers) on a spying 
mission for the upcoming Olyroo games. 

10 - Gippsland Falcons advertise nationally for a full-time coach, if you've got a Level 3 
certificate and a proven track record in coaching, you may be the man. Adelaide City sign 
16 year old, 6ft 4in, Tasmanian goalkeeper Anthony Breaden from the South Australian 
Sports Institute soccer team. South Oz premier league club Croydon Kings' dilemma over 
an Olyroo-style stuff up by fielding a player not listed on the team sheet, is compounded 
when it's discovered that it happened two games in a row. The local Federation's and 
FIFA’s by-laws have no ruling on such matters. Watch this space for further developments 
as the SASF meets again to acheive a solution... 

12 - A bad joke goes too far when ‘On the Ball’ announces that SocAus are considering 
moving the grand final away from Melbourne. Surely not even SocAus is that dumb. 


15 


ot 


Programme Review 


Well, we are almost there. The end of the A League season that is. It has been a good one on 
the field of play and it has been a good one for programmes with many clubs making a good 


effort ! 
to put out a professional matchday programme. The most pleasing aspect of this is that some | 
clubs have made the effort to improve mid season. Well Done! This month, the SU office has | 
received a great selection of programmes from George Kaye for review. They can't all be 


reviewed this month so some will be held over to the close season. In the meantime, let's get on 
with looking at some programmes. More are always needed for review so remember the address 
to send programmes to Is:- 


Ewen Anderson, PO Box 5155, Alexandra Hills QLD 4161 


Some early discussion between the editor and resident programme reviewer indicate that it will 
not be easy to decide who becomes the inaugural winner of the prestigious SU Golden 
Programme award. Read on...... . 2 


Melbourne Knights v South Melbourne - Mar 10, 1996 
20 pages (11. pp of ads) Size 205mm x 269mm 


The "Knights Journal!" is a big improvement on the early season issues seen from Somers St. 
There is not too much to read but there are some statistics to browse through and the general 
presentation makes it eye-catching. There is even a staple to hold it all together! Donation price - 
on the cover is shown as are clear details of the contestants, the date and the Kick Off time. On 
with the review! 


KNIGHTS 


Cover - As mentioned already, with a full 
colour photo and a bold red border. 2 - Ad, 

3 - Club Directory plus editorial with a sense of 
humour + ad, 4 - Tonight's Game (another 
editorial) + ad, 5 - Ads, 6 - Leading A League 
scorers. 7 & 8 - Ads. 9 - Youth League table + 
Player Profile. 10 - Ads. 11 - Ericsson Cup 
Table + Ads. 12- Ads. 13 - Round 22 results 
in detail. 14 - This round of fixtures in detail + 
the next round of fixtures. 15 - The two squads 
with team badges. 16 - Ads. 17 - Knights 
seasons fixtures & results to date + ad. 
18/19/20 - Ads. 


The back page has spot colour and is 
surrounded by a broad red border like the 


ae seashore 

Sante 3S ae front . Most of the adverts have a similar 
a Pes, took and tend to lack individuality. A large 4 
y ae style print is used more often than not to | 


ensure that the pages are filled. This is a 
shame as a big effort has been made to 
improve the programme. It needs more 
reading and variety, but as | said at the 
beginning, it is a big improvement on 
early season issues. So well done Knights 
for the effort made. 


on 


/ 1, MOBILE PHONES 


[ROUND 23} 


) KICK-OFF AT 7.00 PM 
SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 1996 








New Zealand v Australia - Nov 10, 1995 


12 pages (5 pp of ads) - Size 270mm x 297mm 

Our first overseas programme! The first thing that strikes you about this 
issue is that it is totally black & white. Not one bit of colour to be found 
anywhere, The cover shows that the Trans Tasman Cup is at stake and a 
familiar sketched mural (often used on major NZ programmes) of players in 
various poses spreads across the middle of the cover. The match details 
are given clearly including the venue, (QE II Stadium), & Kick Off time. 
Cover price is NZ$2, approximately A$1.80. 

at 


Cover - As described above + sponsors logos. 2 - Editorial + ad + names of all ball 
boys for the game, 3 - Respective Chairman's messages = ad. 4 - News items + 


a ZEALANOY AUSTRALEA 
ad. 5-NZ Pen pictures + ad. 6/7 - NZ & Australian squad line ups + ads. ek root han 


8 - Australian pen pictures + ad. 9 - Pen pictures of the match officials & message | @ 3 Si 2. Rex om 





rm me onset mth eceer haw 


from Canterbury FA + ad, 10 - NZ v Australia past games & promotion of the new 
NZ summer national league competition + ad. 11 Junior FA news + ad. 12 - Ad. 


This is a simple programme. There are no photos to be found but at least the articles, short 
though they are, are of interest. Some points of note. | thought It was good that the ball boys for the 
game were mentioned by name and the match officials had pen pictures. There was no mention of 
either teams colours. Apart from the back page, there was something to read on each page. 
Mention is made of the fact that ET was in the same Aberdeen team as the (then) NZ coach Bobby 
Clark who was the Scottish team’s goalie. Not brilliant for an International programme but at least 
not afflicted with a high price, 


Morwell Falcons v South Melbourne - Oct 13, 1995 
24 pages (8 pp of ads) - Size 150mm x 211mm 
This “Souvenir Program" was issued for Morwell’s second home game of the inaugural A league 
season and saw them sitting at the top of the table. It is a very simple affair seemingly produced on 
a PC. But that is not to say that it is not an interesting read. The Wrap around cover is blue with 
black print and the inside pages are all white with black print. The cover gives the match details but : 
fails to give the year. A donation price is quoted. The club's badge takes pride of place on the cover. 
A home production, iet’s look inside and see what is on offer! 


Cover - As above + ad, 2 - Ad. 3 - Welcome to South Melbourne. Includes a 
Message in Greek. 4 - Ad, 5 - From the President. 6 - Ads. 7 - The Coach- an 
Interview with Harry. 8 - The A League table & leading scorers. 9 -Match Report. A 
report on the 4-1 win over Wollongong. 10 - A list of Falcons sponsors. 11 - History. 
A spotlight on a past player from 1972. Includes team photo, 12/13 - The Players. 
Both squads line ups.’ Morwell list 14, South Melbourne list 20. 14 - A warning not to 
invade the pitch or set off flares! 15 - Profile on three new Falcon players, 

16 - Ad. 17 - More Falcons sponsors listed. 18 - Sponsors. Falcons Cherish their 
Sponsors, Recognition for the important part sponsors play at the club. 

49 - The next home game + invite to use the clubroom facilities. 20 - Members, 

The committee thank all the sponsors. 21 - Committee. The club who's who 
directory. 22 - More Sponsors listed. 23 - The fixture list for the season. 24 - Ad. 


SOUVENIR PROGRAM 


All in all, whilst a simple programme, there are in fact 7 articles to read. It doesn't pretend to be 
what it isn't, i.e. glossy etc. Yet it delivers the goods, Certainly it could be improved in some areas 
but overall it's not too bad. ! believe that Morwell did change style ete during the season so if 
anyone has a later Falcons Issue, please send it to the usual address for review. 


Top Six Finals Series Programme. ; 
At the time of preparing this months review, | haven't seen a copy of this programme. It will be 
reviewed next time. What I'd like to include is your comments on the programme from its 
presentation, to its quality of articles, to its ability to serve its purpose. in fact any comments you'd 
like to make. Send them to me at the usual address. We'll have our first readers survey ona 
programme that everyone is likely to have seen. | look forward to seeing your comments. 


ot 


STRIKERS' SEASON 
FRANKLY SUCCESSFUL 
by Anthony Fensom 


Finals football finally came to the deprived Queensland fans in 1995/96, a season which 
began with much promise and ended with a sterling performance against one of the 
glamour teams of the national league. While Hyundai missed their treble of championships, 
the Brisbane Strikers achieved some excellent results and much-needed credibility in 
assembling a squad which finished fourth on the championship ladder (the real 
championship for many die-hards). 


Firstly, the successes. The move from the cramped Perry Park to Suncorp Stadium led 
to improved facilities for both players and spectators alike, leading to attendances more 
than doubling those of previous years. After 33 rounds of football, home attendances 
averaged 5,058 as compared to 2,602 in 1994/5, a tremendous 94% increase, with a 
record set of some 8,720 for the final match. The record final game crowd figure is 
impressive considering that on the same night, the successful Brisbane Bears were 
playing, and a major rugby league game was on the next day. 


A second major victory for the Strikers occurred off the football pitch : the battle for 
media coverage and sponsorship, In this arena, the club surpassed its most optimistic 
expectations. The signing of former international Frank Farina generated considerable 
media coverage for the Strikers, which was aided by Farina's vital twenty goals for the club, 
Farina was given a spot on the Channel Seven sports section every week in prime-time 
television, in addition to a regular Sunday Mail column. The boost in attendances due to 
improved results led to the securing of a major sponsor, Hyundai, which coincidentally also 
sponsored the winning teams in both rugby league and AFL in 1995. Queensland's only 
major newspaper, The Courler-Mail, also sponsored the Strikers and vastly increased its 
coverage of both the club and the world game generally. 


Media coverage and sponsorship may be disregarded by the average supporter who 
only looks for results on the pitch. Yet it is these two factors which most influence the 
quality of players a club can afford and hence its results, hence its crowds, and thus its 
fortunes {a virtuous circle). 


Thirdly, and most significantly, the Strikers have finally earned some grudging respect 
from the southern heavyweights. Although the Strikers were eliminated from the finals after 
tosing away to Sydney Utd 1-0 and then 2-1 at home, the club achieved much by reaching 
the finals in only its fifth year tn the national teague, finishing fourth on the final competition 
table, behind Marconi, the Melbourne Knights and Olympic, but ahead of Adelaide City and 
Sydney United. The Strikers achieved some notable victorles at Suncorp Stadium, 
defeating Adelaide City 7-1, Sydney Olympic 3-1 and Sydney United 4-0, in addition to 
improving their dismal away record, of which a 2-1 defeat of minor championship winners 


‘Marconi emphasised the player' new-found self-belief. 











The secret to the Strikers’ successful season on the field is simple: the luring of quality 
players to Brisbane, with a harmonious blend of youth and exparience in the team. 
The signing of Frank Farina and Jason Polak in particular were vital ingredients in the 
overall mix, with the addition of Queenslanders Brayshaw and Gwynne also instrumental. 
The Strikers traditional stalwarts, Alan Hunter, Gary Phillips and Rod Brown, perhaps 
inspired by the desire for success of Farina, all turned in excellent performances during the 
season. 


Among the younger players, Craig Williams Impressed, while Sean Cranney gained a 
place in the national team before unfortunately an injury shortened his season. Clint Botton 
prevented certain goals more often than physically possible, but was rewarded for such 
sparkling performances by being unceremoniously axed from the Olympic squad. Coach 
Bruce Stowell also should gain some recognition for developing an entertalning brand of 
possession football, although the Strikers have yet to develop the habit of regularly winning 
matches away from Queensiand. 


By any measure, the Strikers have finally given the World Game some recognition in 
Queensland, with the inaugural season at Suncorp Stadium gaining increased attendances 
and sponsorship, and in particular, greatly improved football results. However, the 
pressure will be on next season from an expectant Brisbane public for improved results, 
perhaps a championship. The problem that the Strikers now face |s the ageing of it's 
players : Frank Farina, Alan Hunter, Gary Phillips, Danny Wright and Rod Brown are all 
approaching the retirement age for footballers. Replacing such experience cannot be 
gained overnight, particularly in the cauldron of finals football. 


The Strikers' path to the finals began with a 1-0 victory over the unfancied Wollongong, 
Farina scoring the vital goal in the 71st minute at Brandon Park. This victory placed the 
Strikers in fourth position on the table with two matches remaining before the finals, the first 
at home to South Melbourne and the last a difficult trip to face UTS Olympic in Sydney. 


Against South Melbourne the Strikers missed numerous chances before Frank Farina 
performed some magic, turning two defenders before chipping South's goalkeeper, Michael 
Petkovic. Farina secured the three points for Brisbane by powering a header just 
underneath the bar of the goal, relieving a nervous crowd's frustrations after Clint Bolton 
had prevented South Melbourne's Vaughen Coveny converting a one-on-one chance. 


The Strikers then faced the daunting prospect of UTS Olympic in Sydney, the team 
knowing that victory could secure the minor championship or at least second place on the 
ladder, giving a double chance at hosting the grand final. The Strikers' poor away record 
however counted against them, as did the fact that Olympic had lost only one home game 
all season. 


Unfortunately for Brisbane, the team failed to convert possession in the first haif, Rod 
Brown hitting the post In the 25th minute, and eleven minutes from time Nick Meredith 
blasted the ball past Clint Bolton to give Olympic a 1-0 lead. Spurred on by over 9,000 
supporters, Olymple increased their lead further a minute later, a well placed shot by 
Trajonovski, before Red Brown managed to score a consolation goal for the Strikers with 
six minutes remaining. Olympic held their lead and Brisbane failed in their quest to gain a 
top two spot, however the Strikers had made history by reaching the finals for the first time, 
finishing fourth overall. 


et 


As a reward for gaining a finals place, Brisbane were given Sydney United as their first 
opponent, Sydney United having just edged out West Adelaide after defeating Adelaide 
City 3-1 away in their final league game. Coach Bruce Stowell wisely elected to play the 
first leg of the semi-final away from home, as Brisbane's impressive home record was the 
team's best chance for success. On a wet night in Sydney however, United scored a goal in 
each half to take a 2-0 buffer to Brisbane for the return leg. Brisbane were unlucky not to 
grab an away goal, with United goalkeeper John Perosh making several fine saves and 
Alan Hunter's effort hitting the left post in the 15th minute. 


The Strikers returned to Brisbane avowing a tough game for United. A record crowd of 
8,720 urged the Strikers to repeat their effort of December 1995, when Brisbane outplayed 
United, winning 4-0. For the first forty minutes, the Strikers desperately sought to open their 
account with United, yet were held out by some excellent defending from United 
goalkeeper Perosh, with Kupresak containing Farina. Finally in about the fifth minute of 
injury time , Frank Farina turned his marker and scored a world-class left-footed goal which 
gave Perosh no chance. The crowd were silil applauding when Farina received his 
marching ordets from referee Brett Hugo. 


Hugo took the courageous decision of dismissing Farina for a bad tackle on Ante Milicic, 
Farina's second yellow card after earlier being cautioned for criticising the referee. With 
Farina dismissed, the Strikers faced an uphill battle to equalise the tle, even throwing Alan 
Hunter forward and continually bombarding the United goal-box with high balls, Yet United 
held firm, and after Manis Lamond grabbed a goal on the counter-attack In the 64th minute, 
the supporters knew that a fine season was coming to an end. A second goal to United 
from Olyroo Ante Moric on the stroke of full-time gave United the flattering victory over two 
legs of four goals to one. The Strikers had not disgraced themselves, yet in the end were 
unable to surmount United's two goal buffer. 


The Strikers were successful this season in many aspects : increasing the game's 
publicity, home attendances and sponsorship, and reaching the finals for the first time 
since the club's inception in 1991. The Strikers have gained a great deal of credibility, both 
in the eyes of the Queensland public and the southern clubs used to dominating the 
league. With more finals experience, the Strikers may yet bring the first championship 
trophy to Queensland. However with the coach and players now out of contract, a difficult 
task has begun in replacing the club's older players with some younger talent, in addition to 
ensuring that the club continues to build upon it's supporter base. Soccer Australia 
Chairman David Hill began his reign seeking reform and innovation from the National 
League clubs. The Brisbane Strikers have answered his call, and for once, football in 
Australia seems to be heading In the right direction. 







Apologies to Stewart... 


Due to an oversight in the proofreading of SU12 there may have been one or three 

confused readers when the phrase ‘SS leader Stewart Holmes' appeared in bold 
underlined print. It was meant to be a reminder for us to get in touch with Stewart over his 
role with the Brisbane Strike squad. Things have been so busy we still haven't got in touch 
with him. But that's our problem. in the meantime, we hope nobody get the wrong idea... 







"WHAT A STATE I'M INI!" 
News from Northern NSW by Graham Parsons 


The Northern NSW Soccer Federation's (NNSWSF) 1996 season is now well underway, 
and the two Federation administered competitions First & Second Divisions are led by Weston 
Bears (undefeated so far this season) and South Cardiff Gunners (last years premiers), 
respectively. 

The conclusion of the 1996 season sees the NNSWSF doing its three yearly restructuring 
of the two top divisions, and the NNSWSF has invited applications from all interested clubs for 


‘participation in the 1997/98 First Division. Clubs have (to date) received three documents 


from the NNSWSF detailing criteria that must be complied with for inclusion to First Division 
(addressing such areas as: facilities/ground-25%, finances-20%, administration-15%, 
piaying/coaching strength-15%, geographic location-15%, development-10%), and after the 
clubs' applications have been evaluated by the NNSWSF Review Panel,they will be notified of 
their acceptance to First Division, Second Division, or the ljocat Association-run lower divisions. 

Interestingly, the three criteria documents are similiar but contradictory and confusing, and 
typically the NNSWSF expects the clubs to try and sort through their incompetent mess to 
figure out what the NNSWSF wants. in one document, the NNSWSF wants covered seating 
for 300 spectators, and in another document, covered seating for 500 is required. Similarly 
the level of coaching accreditation differs with the documentation (eg: level 3 for First Grade or 
level 2 for First Grade). 

in the past the NNSWSF has undergone this process of restructuring its competitions and 
clearly has not apptied its own criteria to the clubs it has admitted/excluded to/from First 
Division. Current First Division club Maitland Magpies has stagnated in First Division for some 
years now, habitually winning the wooden-spoon and playing on little more than a cow 
paddock, seemingly content in the knowledge that they'll never get the heave-no. Second 
Division's Lambton Jaffas were put on notice in 1992 when they got'the drop to Third Division 
and gained a repreive back to Second Division after the death of another club. But since then 
the Jaffas have not addressed the shortcomings that saw them dropped in the first place. 


Currently the make up of the two divisions are: 

First Division: Broadmeadow, Cessnock, Edgeworth, Hamilton, Highfields, 
Lake Macquaire, Maitland, Wallsend, West Wallsend and Weston. 

Second Division: Belmont, Belswans, Beresfield, Budgewcei, Dudley-Redhead, 
Lambton, Manning, Singleton, South Cardiff, Stockton, Thornton and 
Toronto-Awaba. | ‘ 


if the Federation has the bails to apply its own criteria the make up of the divisions should be: 

First Division: Belmont, Edgeworth, Hamilton, Highfields, Lake Macquarie, Toronto- 
Awaba, Wallsend and Weston. 

Second Division: Belswans, Broadmeadow, Budgewoi, Cessnock, Singleton, 
South Cardiff, Stockton and West Wallsend. 

Third or ower. Beresfield, Dudley-Redhead, Lambton, Maitland, Manning and 
Thorton. : 


BUT | DOUBT THAT IN 1997 THERE WILL BE ANY GREAT CHANGE TO THE TOP TWO 
DIVISIONS..... THE NNSWSF JUST DOESN'T HAVE THE INTESTINAL FORTITUDE OR 
THE CREDIBILITY TO ACT IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE GAME AND GET RID OF 
THE DEADWOOD. 


Once again the NNSWSF, who has an over abundance of paid employees, expects the 
unpaid volunteer club officials to juggle their work commitments to undergo the lengthy and 
exhaustive process of compiling detailed submissions, so that the Review Panel can 
announce their already pre-determined restructured 1997/99 First and Second Division 
participants. 


ap 


ot 


Regular SU contributor and Canberra Cosmos Internet Home Page guru 
Nick Guoth is back with more 


News from the Capita 


The Canberra Cosmos finished the season well with a win at home against the Morwell 
Falcons. This win was important not only as it was in front of the home fans, but also 
because the win elevated the Cosmos to ninth position and the top 'provincial’ team of the 
Ericsson Cup, From here the team will need to continue to build . A number of players are 
already re-signed with Paul Wade the most important. Many rumors have flown around 
about young goal keeper Danny Milosevic, but it appears that he will definitely stay in 
Canberra. It does appear that Michael Musitano will leave the team, and the most likely 
destination Is Marconi, Although a number of other teams are bidding for his services, Musi 
wants to stay close to his homes in Griffith and Canberra. 

Most of the other youngsters will continue to play in Canberra during the winter and a 
number of them including Perinovic, Lemezina, Dunn, Castro and the Popovich brothers 
have all signed for local clubs, Others including Garcia, Armstrong and Kelly will be back 
for the team and are having a break from playing. Further, there is serlous talk of a couple 
more Imports from the UK coming to bolster both the defence and the attack, 





The ACT Academy have played well this season and they should be congratulated with 
their performance and that of their coach Chris Tanzey. The team finished one point away 
from qualifying for the Top 4 playoffs behind the likes of Olympic, Sydney United, Marconi 
and the AIS. Most of the youngsters have returned to their local clubs to play out the rest 
of the winter season. 


To the local scene and a number of rounds have already been played . With players 
returning from the Cosmos team, it is hard to say which teams will become the premiership 
challengers for 1996. At present, it appears that Canberra Deakin look to be the team to 
beat with the likes of Belconnen and Juventus as challengers. Canberra City after a bad 
Start have come back with some very goad wins. 

The semi-finals of the Federation Cup were played a few weeks ago. Canberra Deakin 
were upset by Weston Creek 1-0 whilst Belconnen came back from 2-1 down with 10 
minutes to go to win 4-2. 


While we've got a bit of space up our sleeve it's probably a good chance to tell you all to 
check out the Canberra Cosmos Web Page which can be accessed (like all the other 
Home Pages) via OzSoccer, Nick Guoth is the man who has set himself the task of 
keeping everyone in cyberspace up to date with all the happenings at Bruce Stadium as 
well as all the information on the local ACT competitions. There's heaps of good stuff to 
check out but just in case you're having trouble tracking it down {surely not) you can e-mail 
Nick at: Nick.Guoth@anu.edu.au He'd be glad to hear from you. 


And while we're on the subject of the Internet we strongly recommend that if anyone out 
there hasn't checked out the OzSoccer site yet then they are really missing out. There is 
now links ta a whole heap of ‘unofficial’ club sites as well as approximately 3 megabytes of 
siastitics, general news, various competitions, links to other soccer related sites and plenty 

of reader feedback in the 'Worry the Bone' section. : 

It's all great stuff and getting better all the time. If you're not on-line, find someone who is 
and get real friendly with ‘em, or if that fails wander down to your focal NetCafe and ask the 
person behind the counter to help you out. You won't regret it. Unless you become so 
hooked you spend all your holiday money down the local NetCafe.... 


: cy e 


MARCONI ~ WORTHY (minor) CHAMPIONS 


As the Ericsson Cup regular season drew to an absorbing close the majority of discussion 
seemed to centre on what would happen during the finals rather than who would make it. 
The Upcoming Olyroos excursion to the USA (with further travel arrangements to be 
announced) was likely to all but finish some clubs' hopes of progressing to the grand final 
so the best hope of success was to finish first or second. With one round remaining four 
teams were in with a chance of being minor premiers, as well as the final (sixth) qualifying 
place to be decided on two pitches over one thousand kilometres apart. It was a fantastic 
finale to an overall successful season and the game's administrators were rewarded for 
taking the tough decisions way back in the off-season. The permutations were numerous 
and varied but in the final wash-up West Adelaide missed out - allowing Raul Blanco to 
prepare for the next chapter in his international education - after Sydney United pulled off a 
stunning 3-1 victory over Adelaide City at Hindmarsh Stadium. The other big losers on the 
night were Brisbane Strikers who dropped from second to fourth following a dramatic 1-2 
loss to UTS at Leichhardt. The Knights pinched the double chance with a 2-1 win at 
Wollongong and Marconi finished top with a 2-1 home win over West Adelaide and 
suddenly all the money was on the top two, despite the Knights imminent decimation for 
the same reasons as Sydney United. 


The finals promised to be evenly fought with only Sydney United not given a chance to 
make the grand final (due to Olyroo commitments) but each of the other five honestly 
believed the cup was there to be taken. More on the finals series next month. 
in the meantime it is worth documenting how they got there and look at the performances 
of the teams who are already planning for next season. 


Rd 6 - Marconi 13, Knights 13, UTS 13, Syd Utd 11, Morwell 10, Ad City 9 

Rd 15 - UTS 29, Marconi 28, Syd Utd 26, Brisbane 25, Knights 24, Ad City 22 
Rd 24 - Marconi 47, UTS 44, Brisbane 41, Knights 40, Syd Utd 37, West Ad 37 
Rd 31 - Marconi 56, UTS 56, Brisbane 54, Ad City 53, Knights 53, Syd Utd 50 
Rd 32 - Marconi 57, Brisbane 57, Knights 56, UTS 56, Ad City 54, West Ad 53 
Rd 33 - Marconi 60, Knights 59, UTS 59, Brisbane 57, Ad City 54, Syd Utd 54 


Ericsson Cup Final Standings (all played 33) 
Ww 


D L F A PTS 
7 


Marconi i7 9 58 35 60 
Melbourne Knights 17 8 8 50 28 59 
UTS Olympic 17, 8 8 55 41 59 
Brisbane Strikers 17 6 16 54 35 57 
Adelaide City 15 9 9 65 40 54 
Sydney United 14 12 7 47 33 54 


West Adelaide 16 5 12 49 43, 53 
South Melbourne. 14 4 16 50 56 46 
Canberra Cosmos 8 af 14 48 61 35 
Morwell Falcons 9 8 16 35 65 35 
Wollongong City 5 5 23. «—3t 63 20 
Newcastle Breakers 4 5 24 35 77 17 


ot 


WEST ADELAIDE - 53 Pts (C-) (1/2 time - B) 

The Sharks were 36 minutes from a finals berth after 
taking the lead at Marconi in the final round but within five 
minutes were effectively eliminated. To get so close with a 
squad ravaged by injuries to key personnel was laudable. 

The lengthy absence of Ndongo-Keller was probably the 
telling factor in the end and although Jim Tsekinis and Pablo 
Cardozo kept the scoreboard ticking their goal difference was 
the poorest of the top seven clubs. : 

A statistic that suggests the right club missed the finals. West 
Adeiaide will remain on the outside edge of the six next 
season unless the big guns are fit and firing against the top 
clubs. : 

As far as we can ascertain the Sharks only picked up one point away from home against 
the top six clubs, A statistle which must change if they want to make the finals next 
season. 

If Nathan Day and Hamilton Thorpe can continue their rapid progress then West Adelaide 
have the overall firepower to turn draws into wins. They only scored three goals in a match 
twice at Hindmarsh and the Sharks need a ruthless streak if success is to follow. 


West ADELAID 


Soccer Club 


SOUTH MELBOURNE - 46 Pts (D-) (1/2 time - D) 


It's never easy re-building and Arok was forced into some tough decisions pre-season 


but with only nine teams competing for six spots a lack of finals action at the BUS was seen - 


as sufficient reason to show Frank the door. He was philosophical about it all of course, 
but his successor will need more patience from the board unless the cheque-book comes 
out. Word was out that Matic was approached and the Mori rumour still runs hot and cold 
but its in defence that the Blues need to look, and good defenders are cheaper than 
average forwards so expect some sort of purchases in the off season. Alisopp must be 
given an extended run and if Curcija and Coveny can maintain some consistency then the 
club must be a chance to climb the necessary two places.... 


CANBERRA COSMOS - 35 Pts (B+) (1/2 time - A) 

With the 95/96 season only weeks away we fearted that the bickering in the ACT soccer 
circles would ruin any chance the Cosmos had of being a success. Thankfully the 
coaching expertise of Mike Lyons and Paul Wade's ability to lead the Cosmos younger 
players gave them a season to remember. Their 2-2 draw at South Melbourne early In the 
season (a game they led 2-0 and should have. won) was the first Indication that they 
wouldn't be the chopping block most pundits expected them to be. Not only did they hold 
their own but at times they managed some great results, none better than their 3-1 win at 
Somers St against the reigning teague champions the Melbourne Knights. Naturally, with 
such an inexperienced team the troughs invariably followed the peaks. Their 5-0 win over 
Morwell was followed by the 0-3 loss to Sydney United. Paul Wade shocked all supporters 
with his goalscoring exploits, particularly the fans who had seen him score so infrequently 
for South Melbourne. At one point he led the goalscoring charts! 


Like the Newcastle Breakers, the Cosmos found several players of ability that excited 
the Bruce Stadium faithful, players such as Castro (whom SU was predicting big things for 
in January), Perinovic, Milosevic, Dee and Lemezina. It's to be hoped they can hold on to 
these players and if the Sydney Morning Herald is to be believed and Tony Cottee moves 
to Canberra then season 96/97 could result In some REAL success. In short, nothing but 
praise for the Cosmos in their inaugural season. They gained about 25 points more than 
most people expected them to. 





MORWELL FALCONS - 35 Pts (D) (1/2 time - D) 
Morwell have already taken the hard decisions with a 

~ massive re-structuring of the club's administration due in the 
next few weeks as well as taking the necessary step of 
changing the name to the Gippsland Falcons. SocAUs will be 
looking long at hard at a couple of provincial clubs who may 
not have long term futures in the national league and the 
Falcons MUST make the finals next season if they are to 
avoid the long stare from Hill and co. 


Their charge to the finals last season after Harry Bingham 
replaced Bobby McLaughlin was fairytale stuff but as soon as 
Marconi and Olympic got their acts together it was always 
going to be an uphill battle for Morwell to repeat that success. 

Only Wollongong scored less goals than Morwell, indicating the loss of Markovski was 
never covered, and a genuine striker must be the immediate target. Where they can find 
one is the big problem. It will be a huge surprise if Gippsland can avoid finishing as the 
lowest placed Victorian club next season, and the Inclusion of Carlton for the 97/98 season 
is bound to have fingers pointing at them from all directions. 





WOLLONGONG CITY - 20 Pts (D-) (1/2 time - E) 

Only the expansion of the competition for next season saved the Wolves from closer 
scrutiny. By Christmas the Wolves were in a dire state, with the 0-6 loss at South 
Melbourne one of the worst displays in the A-League all season. Worse was to follow 
when coach Berti Mariani was sacked days later (it goes without saying he had been given 
a vote of confidence). In stepped entrepreneur Harry Michaels who was instrumental in 
appointing ex-Olympic player Nick Theodorakopoulos as coach. 


From this point on, the Wolves improved considerably. So much so that they helped 
shape the final six with their performances against the top sides. Striker Tony Perinich was 
their find of the season and Brett Hughes consistently earned rave reviews which seem 
certain to carry him to one of the bigger clubs in the off season. Sydney Olympic head the 
queue, The acquisition of Mario Jermen from Sydney United was crucial and his eight 
goals prevented a complete disaster. 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS - 17 Pts (D) (1/2 time - C) 

The biggest problem facing Newcastle Breakers is 
ensuring that the young players In the Hunter region are 
retained and with steps being taken to streamline the 
recruiting process it appears that things can only get better 
for the Breakers. Kosmina will need to be patient but the 
acquisition of a couple of reliable tall defenders should be a 
priority to give the backline some stability and take charge of 
what was at times a rabble. 


On a positive note, Troy Halpin and Clayton Zane were 
amongst the finds of the season with Halpin in particular 
scoring some truly wonderful goals. A Socceroo in the 
making? 





Sound familiar? 


"It's crunch time for the league. Ask anyone and they'll tell you the league is 
struggling for crowds, hype, exposure and a thriving television product. Right now 
the clubs hold the power". 

Naturally upon reading this quote from the Melbourne Herald Sun you assumed it was 
another doom and gloom article on the A-League, right? Wrongl The article in question 
bemoaned the hard times facing basketball. This was the sport we've been told ad 
nauseum is the blueprint for success that soccer should follow. 

Well, Australia's greatest sporting success bubble of the 1980's has burst in the 1990's. 
Maybe soccer isn't in such a dire position as we al! thought, although most Oz soccer 
administrators still fear basketball moving its competition to the summer. 


Coach of the Year? 


Many Canberra fans will no doubt be up in arms over Mike Lyons exclusion from the 
shortlist for the 'Coach of the Year’ award but SU is just as perturbed about the lack of 
recognition for lan Dobson. Debbo deserves to be bracketed alongside the likes of 
Ratcliffe, Schaeffer and Lyons. He took over from the happy-go-lucky (!7) Mirko Bazic at a 
time when the Knights were suffering in the middle of a huge premiership hangover and 
shook them out of their lethargy and introduced youngsters like Tom Pondeljak and Joe 
Simunic as well as regaining the services of Adrian Cervinski. 

From Idoking as if they'd miss the finals at Christmas they outplayed Marconi in the 
major semi-final to reach yet another Grand Final. 


Getting Shirty 


As you'd all know by now the contract to clothe and kit our national sides (from the 
Joeys to the Socceroos} is up for renewal and Adidas is only one of several bidders. 
Regardless of who wins the contract we only hope the Socceroos aren't forced to wear 
some technicolour monstrosity and that the new strip is faithful and bears some 
resemblance to Australia's traditional green and gold strip. At teast it shouldn't be as bad 
as the vomit blotches shirt worn by the Socceroos in the early 1990's. 

In any case David Woolley must insist before any contract is signed that the 
manufacturer will undertake to retail the shirt at major clothing outlets, We all hope that its 
more readily available than the current one. We've yet to see any in Melbourne but we can 
still readily find those of Switzerland, Morocco and Northern Ireland. 

What hope Is there for Aussie soccer if kids can't purchase their own countries national 
shirt? Or does our inferiority complex / cultural cringe run so deep that our kids would 
rather wear the shirts of Manchster United than Australia? 


More South American excursions on the agenda? 


We were told by SocAus that our game-in Chile was an indication of the respect South 
Americans hold the Socceroos in after our loss to Argentina in the ‘93 WC qualifiers and 
that we took advantage of Chile's bye in their World Cup qualifiers, Does this mean that 
we will be regular visitors to South American countries who, like Chile on April 23, don't 
have a WCq fixture that week? 

For the record, those teams will be: Bolivia (June 2), Paraguay (July 7), Uruguay (Sept 
1), Peru (Oct 9}, Argentina (Nov 10), Ecuador (Dec 15), Colombia (Jan 12, 1997}, 
Venezuela (Feb 12), We wait with baited breath.... 


Exclusion Zone 


What have Troy Halpin, Michael Musitano, Clayton Zane and Marko Perinovic got in 
common? Apart from playing for sither Canberra Cosmos or Newcastle Breakers and 
possessing great ability they are some of the country's hottest young talent and are being 
chased by some of the A-League's biggest clubs. 

It was expected by most pundits that the Cosmos and the Breakers would struggle in 
their inaugural season but the development of several quality players augurs well for their 
futures. It also highlights the vast playing potential available in the ACT and Northern 
NSW. It might be an overworn cliche to describe Canberra and Newcastle as 'hot-beds of 
soccer’ and an over-description to say that quality players are to be found on every street 
corner, there is enough talent to from the basis of a successful A-League team. 


While it would be wrong to stop players leaving Cosmos and the Breakers ,SocAus must 
ensure that Canberra and Newcastle have first pick of the young players in their zones. It 
would be sad if their best young talent was poached by larger sharks (and we don't mean 
West Adelaide) in the A-League ocean. 

For astart, SocAus must work with junior clubs in NNSW and the ACT to formally link 
them with the Breakers and the Cosmos to ensure they act as their feeder teams. 
Ultimately Canberra and Newcastle will have to look for talent outside their own regions but 
zoning could go along away towards ensuring their success in the A-League. 


Isn't it time you subscribed? 
Or re-subscribed? 


Now come on folks, you know we don't like pleading with you for 
your cash, but if you reckon we might be doing soccer in Oz a favour by 
running this fanzine then make sure you do the right thing and let us 
know - financially. For the excellent rate of $16 for six issues or $30 
for twelve issues you can be sure we'll stick a copy of the latest issue in 
a nice yellow envelope and drop it in the mailbox the very same day we 
coltect it from the printers. Now we can't be fairer than that, can we. 
We'll even make sure we put a stamp on it. 

So let your fellow fans know about us. Or better still, surprise 'em. 
Book ‘em a subscription for their birthday. . 
Or anniversary, or bar mitzvah or whatever. But spread the word, 'cos 
one day they might be really upset at all the good stuff they've missed 
out on. And that would be really sad. 





et 


And the winner is..... 


Stats guru Andrew Howe (Sth Oz) who is probably staring in disbelief at the Newcastle 
shirt we offered in our lastissue, Considering the shirt is fully autographed (don't you wish 
you had entered now?) he probably won't be wearing it on a regular basis but as a 
collector's item it is certainly a one-off. To the winner then, the shirt. To the non-winners 
(gotta be politically correct after all) all we can say is bad luck and feel free to check your 
answers below. 

There was a bit of confusion over question 11 but even though it may not have been 
classified as a full 'A’ international by some people there is no doubt that Oz defeated 
China 5-4 in Beijing on Oct 27, 1976. If anyone wants to take the dispute further they can 
post a $500 protest fee to the usual address and we'll send 'em a photocopy of the book 
we pulled that one out of. 

Other than that, thanks to all those who entered and there's a fair chance there'll be 
another brain-busting quiz in the near future. So keep hunting through those second-hand 
book shops and start swotting. For the record, here's the Q & A's... 


ist Half (one pointers) 
1. To two decimal places, what was the offi cial time of Damian Mori's world record goal 
earlier this season? 3.69 
2. Which Australian player was sent off in the 1988 Olympic Games 1/4 final against the 
Soviet Union? David Mitchell 
3(a). Who once said: “I have never done this before with an opposition player, let alone 
one who has just scored three goals against my team. But! couldn't resist hugging him as 
he came off and telling him what a little bastard he was..." Frank Arok 
(6). And who was he talking about? Romario 
4. Who scored Oz's goal in the 1-6 defeat by Poland at the 1992 Olympics? Carl Veart 
5(a&b). Australia was suspended by FIFA in 1961 for allowing players from which two 
countries to play without international clearances? Austria, Holland . 
6. Who was assistant coach to Rale Rasic at the 1974 WC Finals? Les Scheinflug 
7. Who was the number one choice goalkeeper during the 1990 World Cup qualifying 
campaign? Jeff Olver 


2nd Half (two pointers) 

8. Which famous Australian player was born on March 20, 1962? Paul Wade 

9, Which Australian captain once said: "I've made a name here | couldn't have in England . 
.. there | would have probably been a run of the mill club soccer player. But here | can't go 
any further, I'm captain of the Australlan soccer team, and elected by the players. It's the 
greatest thing that's ever happened to me". (2 pts) Peter Wilson 

10, What was the name of the Uruguayan defender who karate chopped Bay Baartz in 
Sydney in 19737? (2 pts) Luis Garisto 

11. Which country did Australia defeat 5-4 in 1976? (2 pts) China 

12. Who was the Australian coach when we were defeated by New Zealand for the first 
time in 25 years? (2 pts) Rudi Gutendorf 

13. Which famous club toured Oz in 1972 and refused to take the field in Sydney until! they 
were paid the guaranteed $40,000 in cash? (2 pts) Santos 


Extra Time (three pointers) 

14. Which Australian state entered a team in the famous Merdeka Cup between 1967 
and 1970, finishing a creditable third in 1968? (3 pts) Western Australia 

15. In 1938, an international team toured Australia but only 6 of the 18 players wore 
boots. Which team? (3 pts) India 

16, Which 1995-96 Ericsson Cup coach started his international career during the 
tour of New Caledonia in 1967? (3 pts) John Perin 


Studs Update - The ULTIMATE tipping contest 


Well tipsters, you've had a fairly easy ride so far, with the Asian & Concacaf Olympic 
qualifiers failing to produce any rea! shocks but the hard work starts NOW! 

And if SocAus can shift the goalposts halfway through the season then why can't we? 
We've stated previously that only the World Cup in 1998 would carry double points but with 
Euro '96 being the most 'open' event we can remember it seems a perfect opportunity to 
dangle the carrot and offer DOUBLE POINTS for the big event. 


With the tournament due to kick-off on June 8 it doesn't leave a lot of time to forward your 
selection but with the obligatory late withdrawals, injuries ete we'll allow tips to be mailed (or 
phoned) to us by June 12. That will give all of you a chance to see every team play their 
opening fixture. Not that that will give you much of a guide. After all, Argentina lost their 
opening game at Italia '90, Denmark were bottom of Group 7 after two rounds of Euro '92 
and italy lost their opening game at USA '94. Maybe there's an omen or three in there 
somewhere. If you're looking for some celebrity tips you can check the current Issue of 
Soccer International where you'll find the expert opinions of Les, Johnny, Andy, ET, Wadey 
and Taipan from Gladiators (1?!) amongst others, 

So remember, tipping the winner is worth 20 points, runner-up is worth 12 points, and both 
losing semi-finalists will score 6 points. We'll be checking the P O Box daily.... 


The leaderboard after 4 rounds: Ed (33), Graham Creed (32), Bhupinder Rai (30) 
Round 6 tips: Kevin (no, I'm not cheating) Christopher: Germany 

Harry (no, he's not cheating) Georgiadis: England 
P.S. Rd 5 - Most tipsters picked Marconi with the Knights not far behind. Results in SU14, 


And while we're on the topic of tipping competitions it seems an appropriate time to offer 
our congratulations to the joint winners of the OzSoccer Internet Tipping Comp. 

So a big ‘well done’ to Jane Rathjen from Adelaide and - would you believe it - her brother 
John from California! Yep, California, USA. For the first time in years SU is glad they 
never got around to entering a tipping comp. After all, there's nothing worse than being 
beaten by the Yanks. Except being beaten by the Kiwis. Oh, and the Poms. Oh, and 


Quiz Postscript. 

P.S There were some funny bastards who thought they'd entertain us if they weren't sure 
about an answer, and we did consider awarding a consolation prize to a couple but poverty 
got the better of us and we decided to just print some of the better ones instead. 

10. Most of 'em were unprintable. But one referred to him as 
‘that South Amercian #%$@ whose name I can't remember. 

12. The bloke who's had 55 jobs in 25 years. - Yep, they got 2 points for that! 

13. Three (I) said Man Utd. Must've been Liverpool supporters... 

15. Dunno, but | bet Danny Tiatto wishes he played 'em, 


Promotions - Anybody seen any recentl 





SU received a letter the other day from subscriber Leon Keramaris who told us about a 


Gridiron Victoria promotion at Eastland Shopping Centre in Ringwood. Apparently stacks 
of kids stopped to check it out and even the mothers were asking questions. 

It prompted Leon to wonder when was the last time he saw the Victorian Soccer Federation 
or any of the A-League clubs doing shopping centre promotions? He reckons he can't 
remember ever seeing them at all. Has anybody else seen such an initiative from the 

soccer fraternity? And no, schools don't count. 


ae 


BULLETIN BOARD 


Thankfully some of you out there have finally realised that these pages CAN 
work, If you've got some old programmes, videos, badges or even back 
Issues of ‘SU' that you don't mind parting with, drop us a line with your 
contact details and we'll publish it on these pages for FREE! So get out your 
crayons and send the details to P O Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 


Olyroos programme required... 


Most fans would -roll their-eyes-ifseminded of the West Hamtour last year but 
souvenirs of such tours are still collected by the hardcore fans and Cameron Atfield is 
no exception. He is desperately seeking a copy of the match-day programme from the 

Olyroos v West Ham at Lang Park (sorry, Suncorp Stadium). If anyone can help him 
out he can be contacted at 23 Kate St, Woody Point, Qld 4019. 


Charlie Dempsey still available... 

We still have a few copies of 'The Dempsey Years' available to those-of you who 
are quick. The kind people at Oceania have told us we can pass them on to 
interested readers for the excellent price of $15, but we'd be pleased if you could 
add a couple of bucks for postage. Cheques etc to the usual address. 


And if you're looking for some more good reading... 

Bill Murray is a senior lecturer in history at La Trobe University in Melbourne who also 
happens to be a mad soccer nut like the rest of us. Except that Bill has taken his passion a 
few steps further and written a number of books on the world game which have become 
critically acclaimed around the world. 

And we're not just saying that because he's a 'SU' subscriber! 

You may remember a glowing review of his work Football - A History of the World Game 
appearing in the March '96 issue of Soccer Australia, where the reviewer suggested 
contacting the publishers in Scotland if you were desperate to get hold of a copy. 

Not many fans are that keen, but Bill has advised us that he can supply all 313 pages of 
AHotWG for the excellent price of $55. Get in touch with SU and we'll pass on your details 
to Bill direct. After all, it saves organising payment to the other side of the world. 

Fans of Rangers or Celtic would probably be keen to read another of his works - 
The Old Firm - Sectarianism, Sport and Society in Scotland - which can be purchased 
from Bill for $30 incl. postage. The third one we'd like to plug is A History of Soccer (224 
pages) which is stocked at Melbourne Sports Books (ask for Santo). 
Check 'em out - they're a great read! 


And speaking of Santo... 

It's worth reminding readers that Melbourne Sports Books is still the only retail 
outlet in Melbourne with the decency to stock ‘Studs Up‘. So if you're looking for 
any of the millions of soccer books in print we have no hesitation in sending you to 
MSB where you should be able to find 'em all! As well as back issues of Soccer 
Australia, Soccer International, Shoot, BSW, plus literally thousands of matchday 
programmes from Oz and the UK. If any of you interstaters ever make it to 
Melbourne, you know what to do. 


BULLETIN BOARD 


1982 World Cup Videos Wanted 


Lance Librandi is extremely keen to track down video copies of two of the classic 
matches from Espana ‘82. Naturally the quarter-final between Italy and Brazil is top 
of the list, with the final itself (Italy v Germany) not far behind. He would like both to 

be with English commentary, Australian telecasts (ABC in those days we believe), 
full games, good quality video if possible. If there is anyone out there who can help 

Lance out he is more than happy to pay reasonable costs etc. 
He can be contacted at 1 Enid Ct, Paradise, Sth Oz, 5075. 


Yearbooks required - all federations, metro, regional.... 
Studs Up is always on the lookout for the various yearbooks printed by 
the various federations so if anybody has any relics lying around the 
basement we'd by thrilled to take them off your hands. Over the past 
couple of years we've managed to track down a few of the more common 
ones and quite often they are a dead set goidmine of info. It certainly 
helps us to compile more complete ‘fact-files’ on individuals as well as 
enabling us to pass on complete lists of award winners etc to our friends 
at OzSoccer for their statistics sites. This enables ALL fans the 
opportunity to access the information and helps to: make OzSoccer one of 
the most complete Internet soccer sites in the world. 
lf you can help, get in touch. PLEASE!!! 


More soccer on the telly (if you tive in Brisbane) 

Channel 31 in Brisbane runs a soccer show on Thursday nights from 8:00 'til 8:45 
which covers most topics including the Ericsson Cup so Queenslanders should start 
fiddling with their receivers and see what happens when they tune between 30 & 32 

on the UHF band. Pity they screen it when most players are at training, though... 


Grand final day - look for us at the Cricketers’ 
No, not the Cricket Club in Clarendon St!! That's the regular pre-match venue 
for the Bob Jane Stadium. We're talking about the Cricketers’ Arms Hotel in 
Punt Rd (just near Richmond railway station). Given the grand final kicks off at 
3pm we reckon we should be able to get plenty of fluid and discussion past the 
lips if we're in the back bar by 12:00 so that's the target. 

Don't be shy, come and have a yarn about what a great season it's been, and what 
an even greater season it will be next time. 


“a 


Just because the Ericsson Cup season is drawing to a close it doesn't mean 
there's going to be a lack of action over the coming months so make sure you 


Look out for... 


MAY 

26 - Ericsson Cup Grand Final 

26 - ist leg Oceania / CONCACAF Oiympic play-off. See guide for confirmation of 
SBS telecast details - expected to be 8:00am on Monday 27th 


JUNE --- 
1 - FIFA due to announce the winner of the Japan / South Korea WC 2002 stoush 





_2- 2nd leg Oceania / CONCACAF Olympic play-off. See guide for confirmation of SBS 


telecast detalls - expected to be 7:30pm 


_8- Euro ‘96 kicks off - Don't forget to get your tip in.. Pick of the matches: 


“—_ 


-10 - Romania v France 11 - Italy v Russia 13 - Bulgaria v Romania 
15 - Scotland v England 15 - France v Spain 18 - England v Holland 
18 - Romania v Spain 19 - Italy v Germany 19 - Croatia v Portugal 
22/23 - Quarter finals 26 - Semi finals 30 - FINAL 


10 - Asian Cup qualifying Group 5 kicks off with Iran the one to watch perhaps... 

12 - The Victorian Soccer Federation set to hold an explosive extraordinary general 
meeting. It's Siwka v Jones In a loser-leaves-town affair so watch the feathers fly. 
19 - Uzbekistan host Tajikistan in the final group 8 game (see above) 

28 - UEFA Congress to be held in London 


And stay tuned for news on the Oz v Tahiti InterContinental qualifiers... 


JULY 

3-4 - 50th FIFA Congress to be held in Zurich. Watch those sparks fly.... 

9 - Asian Cup qualifying group 3 concludes with Singapore hosting Thailand in what is 
expected to be the decisive match. 

14 - Ned Zelic due to line up for the FIFA All-Stars vy Brazil in New York 
19 - Olympic Games Finats begin - and should Oz qualify our schedule will be; 

20 v France (in Miami) 22 v Saudi Arabia (in Miami) 24 v Spain (in Orlando) 


AUGUST 

18 - The fina! round of the Victorian Premier League sees Melbourne Warriors host 
Bentleigh Greens and Altona Magic host Thomastown Zebras. Could be a very 
Interesting finish is things continue as they are.... 

Asian Cup Group 1 qualifiers kick-off with South Korea expected to win through 

Asian Cup Group 6 qualifiers kick-off with Iraq expected to win through 


-1997 


February 
InterContinental Cup scheduled for Saudi Arabia - Start saving your airfares! 


